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PUBLIC LIBRARIES: 
AN UNEXPECTED ALLY 
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Inroduction (SF):
You may be surprised at how much in alignment public libraries are with your own mission and goals and how much they are currently doing to support you. We want to make sure that you know what we are doing and that we invite closer collaboration to ensure that we are effectively meeting your needs and providing families and young children with consistent messages.

Paint the picture of the broad and diverse range of public libraries– not all libraries doing all things yet but they are the community hub, safe and neutral community space. To learn more about what early learning in libraries looks like I turn it over to Carolyn Brooks, Branch Manager for the El Dorado Hills Library. 



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN 
LIBRARIES 

http://elf2.library.ca.gov/


DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE 
PROGRAMS 
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CB:
Paint the picture of what is happening currently in many libraries regarding early learning (beyond all the great regular library services):

-Developmentally appropriate programs for young children that focus not only on early literacy acquisition but also on the social/emotional and cognitive development that is achieved through opportunities for movement, music, and play. 



S.T.E.A.M. BASED ACTIVITIES 
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-Steam based activities and programs for preschoolers



SPECIAL PROGRAMMING 
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-Programming specifically for children with special needs and programs that address broad community and cultural diversity



PARENTING PROGRAMS 
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-Parenting programs and workshops that highlight community resources to people and organizations



ONLINE SUPPORT RESOURCES 

elf2.library.ca.gov 

pinterest.com/elf2libraries 
youtube.com/user/ELF2Libraries 
facebook: Early Learning with Families 2.0 
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-Online support resources (ELF website, Pinterest, YouTube, and Facebook)




MATERIALS FOR ECE PROVIDERS 
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-Materials for Early Childhood Education providers to help support their own programs and services to children and families and that represent the many community agencies that provide ECE services 



OUTREACH 
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-Outreach and training to assist ECE providers in offering early learning programs that are in alignment with the CA Preschool Foundations & Frameworks and help them advance along the QRIS



RESOURCES FOR FIRST 5 &  
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-Offer space and resources for First 5 and Office of Education developmental screenings



RESOURCES FOR PARENT  
SUPPORT GROUPS 
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-Offer space and resources for parent support groups



COMMUNITY SPEAKERS 
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-Serve as community speakers on topics of early learning, literacy, play, and libraries
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Not all libraries are necessarily doing all these things but almost all libraries in California are serving this demographic and would be happy to talk with you about how they might help support some of your own work from distributing your resource materials to hosting workshops and beyond. To hear more about how community partnerships with libraries have unfolded we have Kathi Guerrero from El Dorado First 5. 



COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS 



WHY DID THEY PARTNER WITH THE 
LIBRARY? 
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KG: 
Why did they partner with the library? As the Executive Director for First 5 El Dorado Children and Families Commission one of the first questions we asked when planning services was, Where do families with young children gather in our community?   Our local libraries were a natural choice.   Our library has adopted the philosophy, “literacy begins at birth, and that libraries can help build healthy communities by nourishing healthy families.”
 
In keeping with the Family Place Library model, our library has refreshed its family programming with a focus on early learning experiences.  Each branch carries a collection of books, toys, music and multimedia materials for babies, toddlers, parents and early care and education providers.  The children’s section of the library is a welcoming space for families with young children.  Parent Child workshops are offered bringing community professionals to families, supporting parents as their child’s first teacher.  By bringing in community agencies, libraries have developed relationships with local early childhood services expanding their ability to connect families with services.  Librarians are trained in family support, child development and parent education.  This expertise is share with the community both on site and at early care and education programs.
 
How did we get there?  It took one Commissioner, some Lakeshore bucks and passion for serving the community.  Commission staff, the Library Director and children’s librarians met and found magic.  Libraries have community based, publicly funded buildings, highly trained staff, access to a variety of materials and have children’s programming in place.  Through this discussion, we validated the important role libraries play in our community and envisioned their role early childhood hub in our county.   




HOW DID THE PARTNERSHIP COME 
TOGETHER? 
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How did the partnership come together? The strengths of the library are: Access, Adaptability, Technology, Expertise, and an understanding of the Families, Children and Community they serve.  
Libraries are accessible.  Whether your county is rural, suburban or urban, there is likely to be a library branch nearby.  Often branches are located in communities with limited services and are open to meet community needs, including weekends and evenings. �
Library services are adaptable.  Libraries continue to assess the needs of their community and adapt their services accordingly.  For example, in communities with a high population of Spanish speaking families, they may employ bilingual staff and expand their language materials.  At one branch, a celebration was held at the library for our Spanish speaking families.  Despite a downpour, families stayed up to five hours engaging in early childhood activities and enjoying their community.�
Libraries are technology hubs.  In keeping with the internet age, libraries provide computers, free internet access and instruction.   I have heard of folks using the internet services to run small businesses or while parked in front of the library.�
Librarians are highly educated.  Most library positions require advance degrees and many staff have backgrounds in early and elementary education.   Children’s librarians often have specialized experience as teacher in early care and education or elementary education.
�Libraries embrace families.  In most communities, materials are provided in a variety of languages to meet community needs.  Library services include programming for children, families, and seniors.  Materials available for checkout extend well beyond written materials and may include books on tape, videos and in some case story time kits for families and early care and education providers. 
 
Libraries understand children.  Children are not always quiet.  In a recent conversation with our Library Director, I was told the children’s section of the library is “noisy”.  This is due in large part to the expansion of services provided to young children.  Libraries have a rich history in providing story times to families.  In our county, story times have been expanded to meet the individual needs of children including age specific programs, movement, song and crafts.   Our first “Mother Goose on the Loose” story time drew eighty parents with infants.
 
Libraries engage the community.  I have found our library to be highly creative and visionary in the early childhood services they provide in the community.  Community agencies share their resources with the library and are directly connected to families through presentations.  For families whose children are in early care and education programs, library outreach workers bring materials and work with teachers to model story times in the classroom. 




WHAT HAS BEEN THE BENEFIT TO FIRST 5 
AND THE COMMUNITY’S YOUNG 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES? 

According to Children Now, El Dorado 
County led the state in 2013 with an 
estimated 79 percent of families reading 
to their children on a daily basis… 
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What has been the benefit to First 5 and the community’s young children and families? Family engagement strategies are provided at the El Dorado County Library Branches through early care and education provider outreach and library branch services.

Early Childhood Learning Centers are available at all El Dorado County Library branches for the purposes of offering prevention and early intervention supports to parents and other caregivers for young children.  Building on the State of Massachusetts model, Early Childhood Learning Centers will reduce social isolation by inviting caregivers to participate in activities that will build protective factors in the community: 

Increase Social Connections: Library branches offer “Stay and Play” after early literacy storytimes providing times for families to meet and develop supportive relationships with other families and library staff. Opportunities to interact with others at the library provide valuable interactions that support a child’s social development and help to strengthen parental confidence and competence.�
Increase Knowledge of Parenting and Child Development: The library is partnering with a local community agency to provide a series of parenting classes at four libraries this spring.  These classes are funded by local Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) funding and will provide strategies and resources to help parents manage developmental behaviors and to build supportive healthy relationships within the family structure.  Early Childhood Literacy Specialists provide ECE providers language and literacy training through at least twelve site visits annually.  All training will incorporate the California Preschool Learning Foundations.  Family engagement activities will be provided for each lesson, encouraging ECE providers to extend early literacy strategies to the families in their care. The library provides printed resources that stress the importance of early literacy and recommended activities to infuse early literacy concepts into a child’s daily routine. Parents receive library program flyers and monthly calendars that encourage families to participate in local library programming.

Inform Social and Emotional Competence of Children:  Using the Family Place Model locally referred to as “Play to Grow”, families are offered in developmentally appropriate preschool environments that encourage parent-child interactions and opportunities for social engagement. Coalition building is central to this program as community agencies offer additional support and advice covering topics such as, car seat safety, dental health, childhood vaccinations and healthy eating choices.

Increase Parental Resilience: The library provides a variety of resources to support parents and caregivers as their child’s first teacher with a large selection of innovative and traditional library materials and tools. Selection is guided by highly qualified staff. These resources provide parents with opportunities to strengthen decision making and choice.
-
Provide Concrete Support in Times of Need:  This spring, El Dorado County Libraries, in collaboration with the CA State Library, will pilot the Library TouchPoints Curriculum for developed by the Brazelton TouchPoint Center.  This program supports family centered practices through a series of library staff trainings on the Brazelton TouchPoint methods. These tools will provide staff with strategies to highlight family strengths and nurture young children’s learning.
 




TOUCHPOINTS 
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Introduction to Touchpoints (SF):
Given the importance of this demographic and the commitment of libraries to this population segment, the State Library have partnered with the Brazelton Touchpoints Center to help us create a library specific training curriculum to help ensure that library staff skills are enhanced and supported to further ensure that libraries are aligning well with your mission and goals and effectively supporting the families and children in their communities. 
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