Child Signature Program (CSP)

Enhancing quality in early care and education programs for at-risk children

PROGRAM FOCUS

PROGRAM MODEL

To increase quality in
early care and
education programs
for children at
greatest risk of school
failure

Inputs:

e Quality Essential Staff
(QES) (i.e., EEE, FSS, MHS,
LE)

* Research-based reflective
practices

 Developmental screening

e Classroom quality
assessments

e Parent outreach and
support

e Professional development

e Principles on Equity

e Curriculum standards

Quality Essential Staff
(QES) work to implement
program elements:

Instructional strategies and

teacher-child interactions

e Curriculum support

e Professional development

¢ Assessment to inform instructional
strategies

Social-emotional development

e Practices, strategies, and/or
curricula that support children’s
social-emotional and behavioral
outcomes

* Specialized training: interactions
with children, classroom
management skills

» Developmental screening and
assessment

Parent involvement and

support

e Educate and inform parents

* Enhance parent-child relationships

» Develop parent-child-teacher
relationships

* Empower and engage parents

PROGRAM
OBJECTIVES

Increased access to high
quality early care and
education programs for
at-risk children

Improved teacher
effectiveness in working
with target populations

Improved developmental
gains in target populations

Improved development of
language, literacy, and
early math skills

Improved development of
social-emotional skills

Increased parent
knowledge, interest and
involvement, and
advocacy in early learning
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ULTIMATE
GOALS

Eliminate the
achievement
gap for at-risk
children

Improve
lifetime
academic
achievement
and associated
life success

)

accountability

OVERARCHING DESIGN PRINCIPLES
1. Interventions based on research and scientific theory (developmental psychology, neuropsychology, economics): The Productivity Argument for Investing in
Young Children (Heckman and Masterov, 2004)
2. Alignment with California Department of Education documents: California Infant/Toddler Learning & Development Foundations, Preschool Learning Foundations,
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, California Infant/Toddler Curriculum Framework, and California Code of Regulations, Title 5
3. First 5 California’s Principles on Equity: Inclusive governance and participation, access to services, legislative and regulatory mandates, results-based

4. First 5 California vision that all children in California enter school ready to achieve their greatest potential
5. At-risk children are defined as “children at greatest risk of school failure.” This includes children living in catchment areas with an API ranking at or below the 3™
decile, Dual Language Learners (DLLs), children with special needs, and children of seasonal migrants




