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JOINING THE CHILDREN’S MOVEMENT 

 
 
SUMMARY OF REQUEST 
 
This is a proposal for First 5 California to join The Children’s Movement, an initiative 
launched by Children Now to connect people and organizations that want to see 
children’s health and education improved in California.  
 
BACKGROUND & DISCUSSION 
 
Children Now is a nonpartisan, multi-issue research, policy development, and advocacy 
organization dedicated to promoting children's health and education in California and 
creating national media policies that support child development. Its mission is to find 
common ground among influential opinion leaders, interest groups and policymakers, 
who together can develop and drive socially innovative, “win-win” approaches to helping 
all children achieve their full potential. 
 
Children Now has launched The Children’s Movement as a new force for change on 
behalf of California’s children. The Movement seeks to connect and empower individuals 
and organizations that view themselves as “pro-kid” by providing the members with the 
trusted information and easy-to-use tools necessary to positively influence state-level 
policymaking for kids as it is happening. 

 
Children Now reports that 557 organizations have joined the Movement already, including 
businesses, non-profits, faith- and community-based organizations, parents groups, and 
direct service providers. Sixteen county commissions are members, plus the First 5 
Association of California. 
 
Ted Lempert, President of Children Now, will provide detailed information about the 
benefits of joining the Movement at the Commission Meeting on April 25, 2013. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
  
Staff recommends that the Commission join The Children’s Movement as a member 
organization, with the understanding that Children Now will never identify First 5 
California as being in support or opposition to any specific policy proposal unless the 
Commission takes separate action to opt-in to such support or opposition. 
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FISCAL IMPACT  
 

Joining The Children’s Movement will have no direct fiscal impact on First 5 California, 
however the success of the member organizations in advancing children’s health and 
education could result in increased funding for programs that are aligned with First 5 
California strategic objectives and investments. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
 Attachment A - PRO-KID: About the Children’s Movement of California. 
 Attachment B – The Children’s Movement of California: How does it Work? Simply. 
 Attachment C – List of Children’s Movement Members. 
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