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ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S MOVEMENT OF CALIFORNIA

What is The Children’s Movement of California?

The Children’s Movement of California is connecting all of the people and organizations that want
to see children’s health and education improved in our state and empowering them to make it
happen together. Members of The Children’s Movement are provided with the trusted information
and easy-to-use tools they need to positively influence state-level policymaking for kids as it is
happening. It’s the new force for change our children need and deserve.

Who's joined The Children’s Movement so far?

Over 570 organizations, ranging from the California Children's Hospital Association, Los Angeles
Area Chamber of Commerce, California Police Activities League, First 5 Association of California,
California Alliance of African American Educators, Bay Area Council, Asian and Pacific Islanders
California Action Network, and United Ways of California to the Boys & Girls Club of Merced
County, Para Los Nifios, and East Bay Asian Youth Center, have joined the Movement already and
it’s growing every day. Members include businesses, non-profits, faith- and community-based
organizations, parents groups, direct service providers and thousands of individuals.

Why is the Movement needed?

Until now, the broad public support for children’s well-being has been too diffuse to have the
impact it should on the state’s policymaking priorities. Consequently, better organized interest
groups with much less public will behind them have been able to divert policymakers’ attention
away from fixing the issues undermining children’s successful development, such as poor academic
achievement. By connecting the many diverse organizations and people that are Pro-Kid to one
another and enabling their collective action, The Children’s Movement can tip the policymaking
scales in children’s favor, where the vast majority of Californian’s want it to be.

How exactly does it work?
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Connect to the Movement, Gain access to trusted, Receive notifications
signifying your support expert updates on the about and have the
for “prioritizing children's goings-on in Sacramento opportunity to opt in to
health and education in impacting kids and what  collective action campaigns
public policymaking” needs o happen to supporting Pro-Kid policies

improve their well-being

Organizations that join are listed on The Children Movement of California’s website as Pro-Kid and
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in support of prioritizing children’s health and education in public policymaking. Individuals are
not listed, but are just as important to the power of the Movement. All members receive updates on
pressing children's policy issues and have the opportunity to join other members in supporting
Pro-Kid campaigns, such as signing on to a joint letter to policymakers urging them to take an
action for kids’ sake. An organization or individual’s name will never be used in support of any
specific policy proposal unless they knowingly opt in to support it. There is no cost to join and
nothing additional is required to be a member of The Children’s Movement of California.

Who started The Children’s Movement of California?

Children Now, the leading non-partisan, multi-issue research, policy development, and advocacy
organization dedicated to promoting children's health and education in California and creating
national media policies that support child development, launched and is spearheading The
Children’s Movement.

For 25 years, Children Now has informed state and national policymaking to improve the lives of
millions of children in California and across the countiry. The organization’s expert policy staff is
unique in the range of issue it covers, which includes Early Learning & Development, K-12
Education, Afterschool and Extended Learning Time, Health Coverage and Access to Care,
Childhood Obesity, and Foster Care, among others. Children Now’s efforts in these areas are funded

by the top foundations in the country, including The California Endowment, The David and Lucile
Packard Foundation, The W.K. Kellogg Foundation, and The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

What can |/my organization do to support The Children’s Movement of California?

= Join the Movement at www.childrennow.org/join.

= Invite your colleagues and friends to join as well by forwarding this document to them.
® Post a message about joining the Movement on Facebook or Twitter.

= Read the emails you receive from The Children’s Movement about current policymaking
activities that impact children’s well-being.

® Participate in the Movement’s collective action campaigns to push policymaking in the right
direction for kids.

* Donate to Children Now at www.childrennow.org/donate to fuel the efforts of The Children’s
Movement of California. '
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AGENDA ITEM: 12
DATE OF MEETING: April 25, 2013
ACTION: X
INFORMATION:

JOINING THE CHILDREN'S MOVEMENT

SUMMARY OF REQUEST

This is a proposal for First 5 California to join The Children’s Movement, an initiative
launched by Children Now to connect people and organizations that want to see
children’s health and education improved in California.

BACKGROUND & DISCUSSION

Children Now is a nonpartisan, multi-issue research, policy development, and advocacy
organization dedicated to promoting children's health and education in California and
creating national media policies that support child development. Its mission is to find
common ground among influential opinion leaders, interest groups and policymakers,
who together can develop and drive socially innovative, “win-win” approaches to helping
all children achieve their full potential.

Children Now has launched The Children’s Movement as a new force for change on
behalf of California’s children. The Movement seeks to connect and empower individuals
and organizations that view themselves as “pro-kid” by providing the members with the
trusted information and easy-to-use tools necessary to positively influence state-level
policymaking for kids as it is happening.

Children Now reports that 557 organizations have joined the Movement already, including
businesses, non-profits, faith- and community-based organizations, parents groups, and
direct service providers. Sixteen county commissions are members, plus the First 5
Association of California.

Ted Lempert, President of Children Now, will provide detailed information about the
benefits of joining the Movement at the Commission Meeting on April 25, 2013.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Commission join The Children’s Movement as a member
organization, with the understanding that Children Now will never identify First 5
California as being in support or opposition to any specific policy proposal unless the
Commission takes separate action to opt-in to such support or opposition.
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FISCAL IMPACT

Joining The Children’s Movement will have no direct fiscal impact on First 5 California,
however the success of the member organizations in advancing children’s health and
education could result in increased funding for programs that are aligned with First 5
California strategic objectives and investments.

ATTACHMENTS

e Attachment A - PRO-KID: About the Children’s Movement of California.
e Attachment B — The Children’s Movement of California: How does it Work? Simply.
e Attachment C — List of Children’s Movement Members.



	Item 12 - Attachment A
	Item 12 - Attachment B
	Item 12 - Attachment C
	Item 12 - Joining the Children's Movement

