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First 5 California joins U.S. Secretary of Education on 

visit to model preschool program 
California-based programs looked to as model for universal preschool 

 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Today, First 5 California leadership joined U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan 
during his tour of the Cross Cultural Family Center, a San Francisco early education site modeling universal 
preschool.  The classroom visit and a roundtable discussion focused on providing quality care and education 
services to young children with the use and blending of local, state and federal funding. 
 
“I am glad that Secretary Duncan could observe firsthand how local, state and federal dollars can effectively be 
leveraged to provide high‐quality early education and witness the benefits universal preschool is to some of 
California’s youngest residents,” said First 5 California Executive Director Camille Maben.  “At First 5 California, 
we are excited about the prospect of universal preschool for all 4‐year olds and are encouraged that the 
President and his Administration recognize the value in a quality early education for all children.” 
 
Maben and First 5 California Deputy Director of Programs Diane Levin joined Secretary Duncan during his tour 
of the preschool, which receives funding from First 5 California as part of the California Child Signature 
Program. The Cross Cultural Family Center also receives funding from the California Department of Education, 
local funding as a San Francisco Universal Preschool site and federal funds as a San Francisco Race to the Top 
Early Learning Challenge Grant site.   
 
First 5 California’s Child Signature Program is a consolidation of several of the State Commission’s previous 
early learning programs. Funding from the program targets children at the greatest risk of access to quality 
early learning programs and also seeks to provide their parents the skills and knowledge to successfully engage 
in their child’s education. Funding also goes toward programs seeking to optimize teacher effectiveness in 
working with children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and with special needs. 
 
The Cross Cultural Family Center is also part of First 5 San Francisco’s unique Preschool for All Program.  
Funded by Proposition H, Preschool for All is a city‐wide preschool program that offers free and reduced cost 
preschool for 4‐year olds who reside in San Francisco County. Depending on whether the school is private or 
public, the costs will be partially or completely covered by First 5 San Francisco.  For more information, visit 
http://www.first5sf.org/programs/preschool‐all.  

 
About First 5 California  
First 5 California, also known as the California Children and Families Commission, was established after voters 
passed Proposition 10 in November 1998, adding a 50-cent tax on tobacco products to fund education, health, 
childcare and other programs for at-risk children ages 0-5 and their families.  We are the only state affiliated 
Commission working to improve the quality of California’s preschool programs.  We fund programs that educate 
parents, grandparents, caregivers and teachers about the critical role they play during a child's first five years.  
Since our creation, we've supported millions of families with programs and services designed to help more 
California kids grow up healthy and ready to succeed in school – and in life. www.first5california.com/parents. 
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