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Å A plan to disseminate information to parents and the 
public about quality, including site-specific tiered ratings 
and participation in Continuous Quality Improvement 
(CQI) activities 

 

Å A plan to increase family and public awareness of the 
characteristics of quality early learning programs, the 
impact of quality on improved outcomes for children, 
and the role of families in early learning 

                 

       



Why Outreach is Essential 

ÅRecruit providers to participate and adopt the value 
of continuous quality improvement. 

 
ÅIncrease parent understanding and demand for QRIS-

rated programs. 
 
ÅDemonstrate to policymakers and elected officials 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
readiness for success in kindergarten. 



Elements of an Effective Strategy 

ÅClear objectives 
 
ÅKey audiences to reach and identify individuals that 

can reach and mobilize them 
 
ÅKey messages 
 
ÅCommunications and outreach vehicles that are 

available to reach various audiences 



Branding is Key 

Massachusetts: Partners required by contract to 
include logos and outreach language on their 
communications materials 

 

Minnesota: Parent Aware customizable ads: 
http:// www.pasrmn.org/work/ads 

http://www.pasrmn.org/work/ads
http://www.pasrmn.org/work/ads
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Pennsylvania: Activity Cards for Parents 



aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ Marketing Kits 



What difference does quality make? 

ω.ŜǘǘŜǊ parent-child relationships 

ωDǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ 

ω.ŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ  

ω9ƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 

ω.ŜǘǘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜŜǊǎ 

 



Outreach and Communications 
(Publicizing Quality and Ratings) 

Are counties required to make ratings publicly available? 
Å Yes, for Step 3 sites,  counties must make tiered ratings publicly available by FY 2016-

17 (Race to the Top ς Early Learning Challenge counties and 7 CA State Preschool 
Program QRIS Block Grant Priority 1B Lead Agencies) and by FY 2017-18 for all other 
counties. 

Is there a required format for ratings? 
Å This is a local decision. Counties may consider using tiered levels, stars, or a 

descriptive label format.  

How should ratings be messaged? 
Å This is a local decision. Counties may opt to use the state template (in development) 

to describe QRIS objectives and what it means to be a participating program as a 
complement to the local ratings communication format. 

 

 



County Examples  
First 5 San Joaquin and First 5 El Dorado  

 



Ensure Accountability  
Rating, Monitoring, and Evaluating the Impacts on Child 
Outcomes 
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ΧŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ its processes for monitoring improvement 
of participating sites and collecting common data 
fields relevant to the Implementation Step. 
 
ΧŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ the local or regional data system it will use 
to track progress on outcomes and benchmarks, as 
well as their process to regularly review and use data 
to guide continuous improvement and inform 
planning, policy, practice, and operation.  



QRIS Data Systems: Why? 

Å Improve Program Quality: Ongoing feedback helps take effective 
practices to scale. 

Å Improve ECE Workforce Quality: Information on workforce supply 
and demand, Professional Development systems, and QI 
investments to help drive decision-making. 

ÅMap Access to High-Quality Programs: Where are high-quality 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ƪƛŘǎ 
being served?  

Å Improve Child Outcomes: Good data helps leaders adjust 
curricula, learning experiences, and family engagement efforts.  

Ensure Accountability 
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ÅLinks children, teacher, and 
program data across Office of Child 
Development and Early Learning 
programs 
ÅLicensing, subsidy, Pre-K Counts, 

Keystone Standards, Training, 
Assistance, Resources, and Support 
(STARS) QRIS, Early Intervention  
ÅChild demographics, assessments, 

and outcomes  
  

Ensure Accountability 


