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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[Insert release date]

CONTACT
[Insert county commission media contact name and phone number]


“State of [Insert Your County]’s Young Children” Draws Experts, Policymakers to Discuss Pressing Issues Facing [Insert Your County’s] Children

[bookmark: _GoBack][Insert release dateline] — [Insert major takeaway from town hall such as… Too many young children and families do not have access to affordable, quality early learning and care opportunities in [insert your County] County. This was the number one issue voiced by [insert… parents and child care providers] at [insert date]’s “State of Young Children” town hall hosted by [insert county commission and partners/co-hosts]. 

[Insert policymakers/VIPs] joined an estimated [insert number of attendees] community leaders, experts, service providers, parents, and community members on [insert event date] to discuss the most pressing issues facing [insert your County’s] children including: 
· [Highlight issue/question discussed]
· [Highlight issue/question discussed]
· [Highlight issue/question discussed]

[Insert memorable quote(s) by expert(s) such as... “Only 45 percent of third graders in our county are reading at grade level,” said local expert [Jet Jones] during the town hall. “We must make it a priority — as a community and a state — that all children have access to quality early learning opportunities, so we put an end to the opportunity gap kids face before they even start kindergarten.]

The event also featured a dynamic discussion between the audience, experts, and local policymakers [insert name, title and position of participating policymakers/panelists]. 

[Insert memorable quote from panelist such as…  “Early childhood education is one of the best investments we can make as a state,” said Assembly member Jet Jones. “Children who get a quality child care experience are more likely to stay in school, stay out of trouble, and hold good jobs later in life. And the future of our community’s long-term prosperity depends on how well we prepare our kids to be successful citizens.”

[Insert county commission and partners/co-hosts] hosted the “State of Young Children” town hall to bring urgent attention to the issues young children and their families face, and to spur action in our county on their behalf. “Research shows that children’s earliest experiences profoundly shape the rest of their lives and their potential to succeed,” said [insert county commission spokesperson name]. “It’s important that we come together to discuss what we can do —  as a community —  to give our youngest citizens the best possible start in life.” 

You can learn more about the town hall, the crucial issues facing young children and families, and what you can do to take action at [insert your URL]. 

[Insert brief description of your county commission and partner(s).]
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