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         WHAT is Early Identification 
and Intervention?

Early identification is both the screening process that identifies a developmental delay or disability at the earliest age possible, and the system that connects young children and their families to early intervention services, such as speech and language services, occupational therapy, and behavioral supports. 

Early identification allows children to get the support they need to thrive both in and out of school. Ensuring all infants and toddlers get routine developmental and behavioral screenings to monitor their development is essential to their overall well-being. 

WHY Early Identification 
and Intervention Services 
Are Key for Young Children

From birth to age three, children should routinely receive developmental screenings as part of well-child visits. Screenings are an integral component of primary care preventive services and an appropriate responsibility of all pediatric health care professionals. 

California’s children are still not getting the access they need to developmental screenings and intervention, even with First 5 investments, and although screenings, under the Affordable Care Act, are covered by Medi-Cal and private insurance plans.


Improve access to early intervention services: Ensure infants and toddlers with developmental delays or disabilities have timely access to early intervention and family support services by strengthening and investing in the Early Start Program in the state budget.

Improve statewide data collection: Ensure the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) issues guidance to state health plans and providers to clarify the policy and data collection of developmental screening as a required benefit under the Affordable Care Act.  

FIRST 5 PRIORITY: 
EARLY IDENTIFICATION AND INTERVENTION
For more information: 
[Add local contact info here]
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Babies form over 80% of the brain
connections that determine how they learn,
think, and grow before they are three years old.

That’s why it’s so important to invest in early identification
and intervention services from day one.
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1in 4 children ages 0 to 5 are at risk for developmental,
behavioral or social delay.
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Only 28% of California’s youngest children
received developmental screens in 2013.
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