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WHAT Is Quality Early Learning?

A safe, supportive child care environment that supports children’s social-emotional, physical, and cognitive development, including:

· Highly skilled adults that engage children in warm, responsive interactions
· High-quality teacher preparation and ongoing professional supports
· Small class sizes and adult-to-child ratios
· Developmentally and culturally appropriate standards, practices, and environment
· Developmental screening and child observation
· Families engaged in their children’s learning

WHY Quality Early Learning Matters

Children’s early learning experiences have life-long effects on their potential to succeed. Research shows those who enter kindergarten ready to succeed are 10 times more likely to meet 3rd grade state standards. 

Unfortunately, California is failing to meet the early learning needs of all its children. Current investments in access, per-child funding, quality improvement, and workforce development are insufficient to provide quality early learning opportunities to all eligible children. 


FIRST 5 PRIORITY: QUALITY EARLY LEARNING
Increase the state’s budget investment in 
per-child funding rates: Raise the per child rate for all state-funded programs to reflect the market cost of high-quality early learning and compensation for a qualified workforce.

Increase the state’s budget investment in quality early learning and care slots for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers: Improve access by providing increased, stable funding for new slots and expanded family eligibility.

Protect and expand existing high-quality standards for all state-funded early learning programs tied to the Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS): Preserve quality standards for developmentally appropriate curriculum, ratios, teacher qualifications, and care environment; expand family engagement and education systems; and expand professional learning and quality improvement investments.

Increase state funding for an integrated statewide QRIS: Protect and expand existing state budget investments to promote providers’ and families’ access to and participation in an integrated statewide QRIS that prioritizes resources for professional supports and coaching.

For more information: 
[Add local contact info here]
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Improving Access to Quality Early Learning Programs in [insert county]
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Program Strategies 

Enter your customized body text here.

Who We Serve 
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Babies form over 80% of the brain
connections that determine how they learn,
think, and grow before they are three years old.

That’s why it’s so important to invest in quality
early learning programs from day one.
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FIRST 5 Calls to Action




