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WHY Eliminating Tobacco Exposure is Critical for Young Children

According to the Surgeon General, smoking is the most preventable cause of poor pregnancy outcomes in the nation. Infants exposed to tobacco products are more likely to be born small and preterm, and are 3 times more likely to die of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). 

Nicotine damages fetal brain cells — making learning, attention, and behavior problems more likely as children grow. On average, there is enough nicotine in 45ml of e-cigarette liquid to kill 10 children if ingested. E-cigarette use among young adults in California tripled from 2.3% in 2012 to 7.6% in 2013, and e-cigarette consumption could surpass conventional cigarette use within the decade.

Despite having the 2nd lowest smoking rate in the country, over half of California’s kids are exposed to tobacco smoke. Second-hand smoke is especially dangerous for young children’s developing lungs, and can cause asthma, pneumonia, and bronchitis. Third-hand smoke is a toxic residue that lingers on surfaces, of which babies and toddlers are prone to exposure from crawling on the floor and putting things in their mouths. 

Support legislation to allow local governments to levy taxes on tobacco products so counties and cities can fund local special programs.

Support families’ access to tobacco prevention and cessation programs, including ensuring cessation services are covered under Medi-Cal.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Promote sustainability of tobacco enforcement programs and First 5 children’s investments by ensuring licensing enforcement programs are self-sustaining.

For more information: 
[Add local contact info here]

FIRST 5 PRIORITY: 
TOBACCO PREVENTION AND CESSATION

  
[image: ]         [image: ]FIRST 5 PRIORITY: 
TOBACCO PREVENTION AND CESSATION



First 5 Investments

Enter your customized body text here.

About First 5 [insert county]

Enter your customized body text here.











Results 

Enter your customized body text here.

Reducing Tobacco and E-Cigarette Use in [insert county]
[Insert sub-headline]
For more information: 
[Add local contact info here]
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2,100%
Increase in the number of calls to the California 
Poison Control Center from 2012 to 2014 for 
e-cigarette poisoning of children ages 0 to 5.
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Babies form over % of the brain 
connections that determine how they learn, 
think, and grow before they are three years old. 
That’s why it’s so important to invest in tobacco prevention 
and cessation from day one.
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